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Jersey City Recognizes Autism/Special Needs Month 
April is Autism Awareness Month and May is Special Needs Awareness Month, both 
are designated to raise awareness and stress the importance of early intervention, and 

to celebrate the unique talents and skills of people with special needs. 

 
JERSEY CITY – Mayor Jerramiah T. Healy, members of the Municipal Council, and the 
Jersey City Public Schools will be hosting an Autism and Special Needs Fair from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 4, 2011 in City Hall Council Chambers, 280 Grove Street. 
 
“Raising awareness and educating others about the needs and challenges facing those with 
Special Needs, such as Autism, are key to helping them reach their full potential,” said Mayor 
Healy.  “Those with physical or mental disabilities have often been precluded from fully 
participating in all aspects of society.  In arming the public with information, we can offer them a 
better chance to succeed in life and provide them with the opportunity to lead full and productive 
lives.” 
 
The event will feature key note speaker, Kerry Magro, who was diagnosed with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder as a young child and who is now a rising senior at Seton Hall University 
majoring in Sports Management and Accounting.  Mr. Magro has been advocating for Autism 
rights for the past several years. 
  
“We are thrilled to have Kerry Magro as our guest speaker,” said Mayor Healy.  “Kerry is a fine 
example as to how, despite all odds, one can accomplish anything they set their mind to. There is 
much work to be done, and having an advocate such as Kerry, is vital to helping us find a cure 
for Autism and to creating partnerships to build a world where everyone can reach their greatest 
potential.” 
 
The participating organizations will be offering information to those who may need assistance 
and those families who are facing serious challenges.  The event will also be a forum for families 
to develop a network of support and resources about treatments that work and services that help, 
and will help create a dialogue of new ideas and strategies for overcoming and dealing with these 
challenges.  
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The fair will feature several organizations, including: Sensory Kids, Autism Speaks, Strulowitz 
and Gargiulo Therapy services, the Jersey City Free Public Library, the Jersey City Department 
of Recreation, SPAN, Bright Minds Institute, Family Support Organization of Hudson County, 
NJ council of Developmental Delays, Early Intervention/Hudson Milestones, and many more.  
 
About the Key Note Speaker, Kerry Magro 
Kerry Magro, a rising senior at Seton Hall University majoring in Sports Management and 
Accounting, will be graduating this year. He started the club Student Disability Awareness on 
campus to help spread awareness and raise funds for those affected by Autism.  Autism Speaks U 
is a program designed for college students who host awareness, advocacy and fundraising events, 
while supporting their local autism communities. 
 
He is also a member of the Seton Hall’s Stillman’s School Leadership Development Honors 
Program, President of the Student Disability Awareness, Vice President of Fellowship for Alpha 
Phi Omega, member of Alpha Chi Lambda Sports Management honor Society, and blog writer 
and social marketing intern for Autism Speaks. 
 
His accolade include: spending the day at the Capitol in Washington DC speaking with NJ 
Senator Robert Menendez about several Autism-related topics, completing a successful 
internship with CBS sports and working as a research intern, and working on two major national 
events, the Super Bowl and March Madness for 2010.  Currently, he is writing a book “Autism: 
College on the Spectrum.” 
 
Defining “Special Needs” 
“Special Needs” is an umbrella underneath which a staggering array of diagnoses can be 
wedged. Children with special needs may have mild learning disabilities or profound mental 
retardation; food allergies or terminal illness; developmental delays that catch up quickly or 
remain entrenched; occasional panic attacks or serious psychiatric problems. The designation is 
useful for getting needed services, setting appropriate goals, and gaining understanding for a 
child and stressed family. 
 
Understanding Autism 
Autism is a complex brain disorder that often inhibits a person's ability to communicate, respond 
to surroundings, or form relationships with others.  
 
Autism affects people of all racial, ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds.  Unfortunately, the 
rate of children being diagnosed with autism has increased.  While some people with autism are 
mildly affected, most people with the condition will require lifelong supervision, care and have 
significant language impairments. 
 
For more information, visit http://www.autismspeaks.org/  
 
 
All media inquiries should be directed to Jennifer Morrill, Press Secretary to Mayor 
Jerramiah T. Healy at 201-547-4836 or 201-376-0699./// 
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