










PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT
PLEASE

KEEP THIS PAGE

!!DO NOT FERTILIZE 
IN THE FIRST YEAR!!

!!EXCEPT FOR DEAD 
BRANCHES, DO NOT 

PRUNE DURING 
THE FIRST YEAR!!

WATER
Watering is the most important concern for a 
new tree. Each tree needs 20 gallons of water a 
week between May and October. Water slowly so 
none runs off into the street.

WEEDS
All weeds should be hand removed fully. Avoid 
using chemical weed killer. Removal in early fall 
will reduce chance of weeds returning.

GARBAGE
Remove litter and pet waste from tree pit as often 
as possible.

TREE PIT
Use a hand cultivator to loosen the to 2-3 
inches of soil to remove compaction. Do not let 
soil level rise or lower from the original level. 
Maintain 3” of mulch 6” away from the trunk. 
Keep de-icing salt away from the tree pit as often 
as possible.

PLANTING
If desired, planting annuals and bulbs is 
permitted; remember tree health comes first. Use 
“drought tolerant” plants to avoid over watering 
the tree. Never plant woody shrubs or vines in 
your tree pit. Do not add extra soil to the tree 
pit, maintain original level.

JULY

• water weekly
• pull weeds

AUGUST

• water weekly
• inspect trees for 

disease
• pull weeds

MARCH

• remove winter 
mulch

• add 3-4 inches 
of new mulch

SEPTEMBER

• water weekly
• remove stakes 

and ties once 
tree is one year 
old

APRIL

• wash salt from 
tree trunk 
while ground is 
still frozen

OCTOBER

MAY

• water weekly if 
soil is dry

• loosen top soil
• plant small 

flowers 

JUNE

• inspect mulch 
depth 

• water weekly
• pull weeds
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JANUARY

• inspect trees for 
disease

FEBRUARY

• call DPW if you 
think tree has 
died

NOVEMBER DECEMBER


